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of being a genuinely educated community; they are,
at the same time, the most highly industrialized section
of Yugoslavia. While the Serb and Croat populations
are still about 80 per cent, agricultural, only 60 per
cent, of the Slovenes live by agriculture. The Slovene
Clerical Party, which was the backbone of Slovene
nationalism before the war, is still politically dominant,
though the industrial workers have recently contri-
buted to an accession of strength to the Anti-Clericals.
As between the Serbs and Croats, the Slovenes, profit-
ing perhaps by their pre-war experience, turned the
situation to advantage until their own position was
revolutionized by the German conquest of Austria.
Partly, of course, their geographical position before
1938 made it easy for them to keep in the background,
but also it was true that where the Croats discovered
and almost multiplied difficulties, the Slovenes just as
naturally made little of them, and profited by the
administrative and political experience they had ac-
quired in old Austria, qualifications of which Belgrade
was by no means sorry to make use. Indeed it has
become a stock complaint, in Croatia particularly, that
"the Slovenes are our Jews for they have all the jobs ";
in Serbia, too, of late, the Slovenes have become un-
popular, partly because of the dislike felt towards
Dr. Stojadinovic's Minister of the Interior, the Clerical
Slovene, Father Korosec. The vitality of legend is
well illustrated, however, by the constantly repeated
assertion that the Slovenes have all the jobs, for it
turns out to have little foundation in fact, if one
examines the statistical evidence. Of the 6 5 6 Ministers
who held office between 1919 and 1938, only 49 were
Slovenes, i.e. almost exactly the number which popula-